CHAPTER XIII THE LATER CAREER OF SEBASTIAN CABOT1
fr II ^HE history of Sebastian Cabot has been followed to the point when in 1523 the plan for him to serve his native Venice was abandoned.
Ji It was at this time that his position in Spain became more important. He had thrown in his lot with that country in 1512 in the hope of being appointed to lead a voyage in search of a western passage. The enterprise had been postponed, and then relinquished on the death of King Ferdinand. Charles V had retained Sebastian and had created him Pilot-Major in 1518. But it was Magellan who sailed in 1519 in command of the expedition which was destined to accomplish the greatest feat of navigation the world had yet witnessed. Sebastian Cabot had been passed over, Just as, on his disappointment in 1516, he had in all probability sought to return to English employment, so in 1520-1 he certainly did the like, and in 1522-3 tried for an outlet for his energies by way of Venice. The return of the Victoria in 1522 with news of the South West Passage and the circumnavigation of the world led to an argument over the location and ownership of the Moluccas. It was a business to be settled by the diplomatists, with the geographers as expert advisers. It was carried on in 1523-4, and the Pilot-Major's services must have been held indispensable, Hence his inability to proceed with the Venetian intrigue. Then, in 1524, it was settled that he should have the command of a Spanish expedition, and the preparations went forward, although the plan did not come to the stage of action until 1526.
Charles V was in Spain during these years, and it was to his personal choice that Sebastian owed his command. That fact should count for something in our estimation, for the Emperor was a cool judge of men. Sebastian has been so savagely attacked as a liar, a fool and an ignoramus that one is tempted to go too far in the other direction in seeking to redress the balance. I believe it to be a just estimate to say of him that while as a professional geographer he stood (in the opinion of contemporary judges) in the first rank, he failed to reach that rank as a man of action. But that is not to say that he was a failure. He was above the average. The generation that produced Albuquerque, Magellan and Cortes, and tasks worthy of their mettle, set a high standard which it is idle to pretend that Sebastian Cabot attained. These men moulded circumstance with iron hands;
* The reader should note that this chapter does not profess to deal with every detail of Cabot's later life on the scale that has been adopted for his North American projects.